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HARMONY WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.08 pm]: I am 
pleased to advise members that each year from 15 to 21 March Western Australia celebrates Harmony Week. 
Harmony Week promotes cultural diversity and encourages all Western Australians to respect each other and to 
take a stand against racism. It is also an opportunity to reflect on the success we experience as a multicultural 
society, and the cultural, social and economic benefits we have gained as a result of our diversity. 

As many members know, Western Australia is the state with the highest proportion of people born overseas; 
today it is home to over 200 cultural groups and nearly 300 languages. Multiculturalism is about all of us. Today 
the majority of our migrants come from the United Kingdom, New Zealand, South Africa, India, Malaysia, 
China, Singapore, the Philippines, Indonesia and Zimbabwe. In 2007-08, 28 785 people migrated to Western 
Australia. Skilled migrants accounted for 58.8 per cent of that number; 19.6 per cent were from the family 
stream; humanitarian entrants made up 5.4 per cent; and migrants from New Zealand accounted for 15.5 per cent 
of the total migrant numbers. As our economy is dependent on migrants, the demographic of today’s skilled 
migrants will make us more culturally diverse and, as a result, even more competitive in an international 
economy.  

Since becoming minister I have consulted widely with multicultural communities in metropolitan and regional 
Western Australia and those communities have been clear about the government services they need. These 
services include employment and skills recognition, English literacy education and settlement services—
especially in housing and transport. Many of these migrant needs are the same as they were decades ago. I am 
well aware of the difficulties of settling in a country in which a different language is spoken, the culture is 
completely different and fitting in can be a long and difficult process. 

The Office of Multicultural Interests is developing a strategic plan to the year 2013 and I have appointed a 
multicultural advisory group. That group had its first meeting with me last week. It has become obvious from the 
strategic planning process that Western Australia needs a coordinated government strategy to improve services 
and to consult and engage meaningfully with ethnic communities. My message to ethnic communities has been 
that to move forward together we need to improve the way we do things and how we approach issues. We need 
respect, open communication and a united vision for the entire sector. 

As we celebrate Harmony Week, we can also begin deeper discussions about how Western Australia can capture 
the potential of people from all over the world and bring them together economically, socially and culturally in 
such a way that we can all benefit and prosper. That is the challenge for Western Australia. It is an opportunity 
not to be wasted. We move forward confidently as the government of opportunity for all Western Australians. I 
am pleased to highlight Harmony Week to members of the house. While I am on my feet, I acknowledge Mia 
McCluskey from St Augustine’s Primary School in Rivervale. She is in the public gallery today after being part 
of the launch of Harmony Week. 
 


